
Pointillism Painting at Home 
By Caponi Art Park 

 
Project Overview: 
Recommended  for ages 6+ 
 
Most budding artists have tried their hand at painting, but have you ever tried painting 
without bold strokes of color? During this workshop, participants will discover a unique 
style of painting called Pointillism. They will ditch the paintbrush for Q-tips and create a 
composition using only tiny dots of color. It may prove difficult at first, but participants 
will finish this project with new creative knowledge and a picture worth a million points! 
 
Supply list: 

● One sheet per student of heavy-weight paper (any size is fine, but we 
recommend the paper be standard printer paper size, or larger for increased 
difficulty) You may also use cardboard of any kind. 

● Palettes, such as a paper plate, anything for putting your paints on. 
● Q-tips (These can be substituted for anything with a tip, like the end of a 

paintbrush. You just need something to create dots of paint) 
● Water cups for rinsing 
● Variety of tempra paint colors (acrylic or oil paint will also work. The paint needs 

to be opaque, so watercolor paints will not work very well) 
● Pencils (colored pencils, standard drawing pencils, markers or crayons will also 

work) 
 
Instructions: 

● Put a small amount of each color of paint on a pallet, or plate. Use anything you 
can throw away afterwards, or wash. Participants can share the palette. 

● Have a generous amount of Q-Tips available for participants. If you are using 
something else pointed, have a few of those available, or a water cup to rise 
whatever you’re using in between colors. 

● Give each participant a piece of paper and pencil. 
● Have them spend 10-15 minutes lightly sketching out a composition on their 

paper. (Any drawing utensil can be used for this.) 
● Encourage them to look out the window, or spend some time outside before 

beginning. They should try to gather some inspiration from nature. 
● Have participants think about color with their compositions. 
● Once they have finished sketching out their idea, they can begin placing their 

dots of paint. Remember, Pointillism painting is different from regular painting! 



You do not make strokes with your painting tool, you simply place dots, one at a 
time. This is a time consuming process, so remember to be patient. Take breaks 
if necessary! 

● Encourage the participants to take their time and place each dot carefully and 
intentionally. It’s best to work on one section or color of your painting at a time. 

● Participants should spend an ample amount of time on this project, especially the 
painting portion. 

● Once participants have completed their pointillism painting, let them completely 
dry on a flat surface before displaying them, or moving them. 

 
Discussion questions: 

● How can you vary your technique to show gradience or different textures? 
● How would you convey the same idea if you only had 3 colors to work with? 
● Can you tell me how pointillism is kind of like a computer screen? 
● Do you think larger dots or smaller dots made your image more clear? Why? 

 
Short Lesson for Pointillism Painting: 

● Pointillism is often considered to have been part of the Post-Impressionism 
movement. 

● While Post-impressionism used small dabs of paint to compose a larger image, 
Pointillism took this one step further by using small dots of pure color to compose 
the greater image. 

 

 
Van Gogh, Irises (Post-impressionism) 
 



 
George Seurat, A Sunday Afternoon on la Grande Jatte (Pointillism) 

● Artists George Seurat and Paul Signac are said to be the founders of the 
Pointillism movement. 

 
Portrait of Felix Feneon, Paul Signac  
 

● Unlike other movements, Pointillism has nothing to do with the subject matter of 
the painting, but rather refers to the way the paint is applied to the canvas. 

● Pointillism uses the science of optics to create colors from many small dots 
placed so close to each other that they would blur into an image to the eye.  



● This is the same way computer screens work today. The pixels in the computer 
screen are just like the dots in a Pointillist painting.  

● The smaller the dots on the canvas, the clearer the image will be to our eyes. 
This is why the image on your computer screen does not appear to be made up 
of dots. Because the dots are so incredibly small, it tricks our eyes. 

● Pointillism reached popularity in the 1880’s and 90’s but many of the concepts 
and ideas continued to be used by future artists.  

 
 
 
 
 


