
Caponi Art Park 

Guidebook

“Slow down and let your senses come 
into focus.  To be alive is a condition of 
having arrived.  Enjoy exploring the park 
and your deeper self.” -- Anthony Caponi

This guidebook is  
       for use in the park.  
            Please return 
                   book before
\                       leaving.



About Caponi Art Park
HISTORY OF  
CAPONI ART PARK 
First conceived in the 1950’s by 
artist, and Macalester College 
art professor, Anthony Caponi  
as an open, natural studio and 
gallery for his sculpture, Tony 
began to understand the  
environment’s potential as a 
catalyst for communal art  
experiences. 
For the next six decades Tony 
brought together his skills as  
an artist, educator, and environ-
mentalist to embark on a labor of love to create the Art Park.  In the late 1970’s he was joined by 
his wife, Cheryl, who shared his passion and commitment for the project.  Caponi Art Park was 
 incorporated as a nonprofit in 1992 to preserve and enhance Tony’s vision for generations to 
come. 
Today Caponi Art Park has 18,000 visitors annually and  offers a wide variety of family friendly 
programming. The park is run by Executive Director, Cheryl Caponi, a board of directors,  
full-time and part-time staff members, seasonal interns  and many volunteers. 

EXPERIENCE THE ARTS  
A NEW WAY 
This 60-acre sculptured environment 
was created as a work of art in itself.  
The meandering trails follow the curves 
of the topography like contour drawings, 
retraced and animated by every person 
who walks on them. The rock walls and 
shaped hills are the sculpture into which 
conventional works are integrated.  
 
The grounds are not merely a backdrop 
for art, but an integrated environment 

that adds to the experience of the programs and activities in 
the park. This intentional blending of man-made and natural 
beauty creates an atmosphere of openness and discovery  
that makes the arts approachable for everyone.

HOURS
Open:  
May - October
Tuesday - Sunday  
9 A.M. - 8 P.M.

Closed:  
Mondays &  
November - April

CONTACT US
Address:
1220 Diffley Road
Eagan, MN  55123
Email:  
info@caponiartpark.org
Phone: 651-454-9412 



PARK OVERVIEW
Visitors often comment how natural and 
untouched the park looks. In fact, much of 
the park has been shaped – at first with a 
shovel and wheelbarrow and more recently 
with a Bobcat – with great care and respect 
for the beauty of nature.

The sculptures on display at the art park 
are only a small portion of the art works 
created by Anthony Caponi. The others are 
in museums, private collections and public 
buildings.

LEARN MORE!  
Sign up for our newsletter to  

recieve updates about the park, programming,  
and volunteer opportunities! 
caponiartpark.org/engage

Go ahead and touch the sculptures,  
but please be respectiful and use your 
hands. Please do not climb on the park 
landscapes or walls, especially the moss 
circles and the snake. 

Please help us keep the park clean and 
place trash and pet waste in the garbage.

 
Dogs are welcomed at the art park.  
Please keep your dog leased at all times. 

Use of golf carts are for staff only.

PARK ETQUETTE

PARK ATTRACTIONS

Caponi Art Park offers a variety of  
family-friendly programs that run from  

June thru October.
 • Summer Performance Series
 • CAP Super Saturdays
 • Yoga in the Park
 • Music+Beer
 • Hot Art!
 • Leaf Fest

More information is available 
 on our website at caponiartpark.org 

A list of this year’s programs can be found at 
the back of this book.

PROGRAMS
MILES OF TRAILS wind throughout 
the park’s 60 acres. Walking the 
trails is the best way to experience 
this urban oasis. Private tours are 
available upon request. Please call ahead. 
 

SCULPTURE GARDEN is a work of 
art in itself with earthworks and 
sculptures waiting to be discovered 
along the wooded trails. 
 

THEATER IN THE WOODS is a 
unique setting for performances 
nestled in the park’s hilly landscape 
and surrounded by mature oak 
trees.

DISCOVER THE ART PARK.  CONNECT WITH NATURE.  NURTURE THE SPIRIT.
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All ages welcome. No experience needed. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Who runs Caponi Art Park?
A: Caponi Art Park and Learning Center is operated by the Caponi Art Park nonprofit 
 corporation that was founded in 1992. The park is run by a board of directors, full-time and  
part-time staff, several seasonal interns and many volunteers. To secure the future of Caponi 
Art Park and Learning Center and to preserve the park land as open space in perpetuity,  
Caponi Art Park entered into a partnership with the City of Eagan and transferred ownership  
of the property to the City in 2013. Through this arrangement, the Art Park does not receive  
any financial support from the City of Eagan. All park operations, programs and funding  
remain the responsibility of the independent Caponi Art Park corporation.

Q: How much does it cost to visit Caponi Art Park?
A: In keeping with Caponi Art Park’s mission to provide access to the arts, the Art Park and its 
programs are free to the public. This valuable community asset serves the south metro area 
and draws visitors from across the region. 
 
We encourage you to make a donation to preserve and invest in Caponi Art Park so that it will 
thrive for generations to come. You can make an online contribution on our website at  
caponiartpark.org or place your donation in one of the containers provided in the Art Park. 
Thank you.

Q: How big is the park?
A: Art Park is a total of 60 acres with 40 acres on the south (parking lot) side of Diffley Road 
 and 20 acres on the north side. The two sections of the park are connected by a pedestrian 
underpass. There are two miles of wooded walking trails throughout the entire park.

Q: When is the park open?
A: Caponi Art Park is open to the public free of charge Tuesday through Sunday from May 
through October. The gate opens at 9 a.m. Closing times vary with the season and are posted 
on the website and signs at the park entrance. 

Q: Where are the restrooms?
A: All restrooms at Caponi Art Park are portable toilets. An ADA compliant portable toilet is  
permanently available in the main parking lot and additional restrooms are located on the 
north and south sides of the Art Park. Please see the map; locations may change.   

Q: I want to visit the park with someone with mobility challenges. Is this possible?
A: Caponi Art Park strives to be accessible to people of all abilities. In keeping with the natural 
aesthetic of the land, park trails are surfaced with compacted dirt or gravel, and some can  
be very steep. Staff members provide golf cart rides to visitors with special needs during 
performances. Golf cart tours are available on a limited basis; tours must be scheduled at 
least two weeks in advance. Please call for more information regarding accessibility.

Q: How can I learn more?
A: Tours are available to groups of 10 or more people Tuesday through Friday from May through 
October. Volunteers also learn more about the park while donating their time and talents.  
Subscribe to our enewsletter to receive program updates and other Art Park information. You 
can sign up for the enewsletter at the visitor information tables. Provide your mailing address 
and we’ll send you our annual program calendar and other materials in the mail. 



This guidebook is  
       for use in the park.  
            Please return 
                   book before
                       leaving.

Thank you for visiting Caponi Art Park.
Your donation maintains the park and supports our 

cultural programs and arts education! 

Please visit our website or use a remittance envelope found in our kiosks. 
Donation online: www.caponiartpark.org/getinvolved/donate

Text to Give 
844-966-1061

Sign up online for our e-newsletter  
and recieve updates about the park and programs.

Contact Us:
1220 Diffley Road
Eagan, MN 55123

info@caponiartpark.org
651.454.9412


